
Reflections
Greetings from the Executive Director

When I look back on this year, my ýrst with Bluebird, 
I am amazed at all the things weôve accomplished 
and the enormous impact on me both personally and 
professionally.

By far, my most memorable moment was when I sat 
through my ýrst Opening Circle at Aprilôs Reunion 
Retreat. It was incredible to hear how Bluebird helps 
these amazing individuals through some of their 
toughest times and how their retreat experiences 
sustain them during their darkest moments.

In that single moment it hit me. I went from knowing 
to understanding how truly important and impacting 
Bluebird is.

Opening circle helped me reafýrm my commitment 
to making the Bluebird experience the best it can be. 
With this commitment in mind, I was ready to face a 
year ýlled with exciting challenges.

On the heels of Aprilôs Reunion Retreat, we kicked 
off our fundraising efforts with the Bird Bash, 
hosted successful Newcomer Retreats in June and 
September, and ýnished with great weather for 
Gorilla Golf and Octoberôs Reunion Retreat!
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And because thereôs no rest for the weary, I applied 
for and received a scholarship to attend the Lance 
Armstrong Foundationôs ýrst Summit on Cancer held 
in Austin, Texas where I learned among other things 
that Bluebird is ýlling an important and necessary gap 
in cancer care.

As Bluebird moves into its 2nd decade, the Board of 
Directors decided it was time to update our name and 
logo so that we may better represent who we are and 
what we do in the cancer community.

What started as Camp Bluebird in 1996 has evolved 
into Bluebird Cancer Retreats, but our mission and 
dedication to adults with cancer remains the same.

I have so many things to be thankful for in this ýrst 
year with Bluebird and have met so many wonderful 
people including the board of directors, retreat 
volunteers, campers, Gorilla Golfers, and so many 
others who are committed to making Bluebird a 
success.

Thank you for your commitment. I look forward to an 
exciting and prosperous 2007!
Madonna Kramer
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